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Drug-resistant superbug spreading
(GS Prelims and Mains 3 – Health)

Superbug resistant to all known antibiotics that can cause "severe" infections or even death is
spreading undetected through hospital wards across the world,
University of Melbourne discovered three variants of the multidrug-resistant bug in samples from
10 countries, including strains in Europe that cannot be reliably tamed by any drug currently on the
market.
The bacteria, known as Staphylococcus epidermidis, are related to the better-known and more
deadly MRSA. It's found naturally on human skin and most commonly infects the elderly or patients
who have had prosthetic materials implanted, such as catheters and joint replacements. "It can be
deadly, but it's usually in patients who already are very sick in hospital... it can be quite hard to
eradicate and the infections can be severe,"
They found that some strains of the bug made a small change in its DNA that led to resistance to two
of the most common antibiotics, often administered in tandem to treat hospital infections.
The researchers said they believe the superbug is spreading rapidly due to the particularly high use
of antibiotics in intensive care units, where patients are sickest and strong drugs are prescribed as
routine. The World Health Organization has long warned of antibiotic overuse sparking new strains
of killer, drug-resistant bacteria. Another Australian study, published last month, suggested some
hospital superbugs are growing increasingly tolerant to alcohol-based disinfectants found in hand
washes and sanitizers used on hospital wards.
Source: The Hindu
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Indo-Kazakhstan Joint Exercise KAZIND 2018
(GS Prelims and Mains 2 – International Relations)

Indo-Kazakhstan Joint Army Exercise 'KAZIND' will be conducted between the Indian and
Kazakhstan Army from 10 to 23 Sep 2018 in Otar region, Kazakhstan. This is the third joint military
exercise between the two countries which have a history of extensive cooperation in the defence
arena. The second edition of the exercise was held in India last year.
The aim of the exercise is to build and promote bilateral Army to Army relations and exchange
skills and experiences between Kazakhstan Army and the Indian Army.
The exercise will also serve as a platform for exchange of drills and procedures.
The fourteen days exercise with the Kazakhstan Army will follow a graduated continuum from
orientation to a full scale mock exercise; the aim being to achieve optimum integration among the
two contingents through enhanced mutual comprehension of each other’s tactics, techniques and
procedures. The vast experience and expertise of Indian troops in counter insurgency operations
holds special importance to the Kazakhstan Army. The conduct of the joint exercise will set the
stage for greater defence cooperation and consequently will manifest in stronger ties between the
two great nations.
Source: PIB

India – Russia ties: Logistics agreement
(GS Prelims and Mains 2 – International Relations)

“A draft logistics agreement has come from Russia. At the end of July, the Ministry of Defence
(MoD) had sent it to the Integrated Defence Staff and the three services for their comments,”Under
a logistics agreement, military facilities in partner countries can be used for refuelling of aircraft
and ships, repair, maintenance, replenishment of provisions and as resting and transit points for
soldiers.
India and Russia are working on fine-tuning a logistics agreement which will be ready to be
signed during the annual summit between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Russian President
Vladimir Putin.
The proposed agreement is similar to the ones India has signed with other countries, including
the US and France. Under a logistics agreement, military facilities in partner countries can be
used for refuelling of aircraft and ships, repair, maintenance, replenishment of provisions and as
resting and transit points for soldiers. This increases turnaround time and also saves on costs
when operating far from own borders.
The idea behind the agreement is to increase operational flexibility and as Russia is India's longterm partner
Source: The Hindu
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Emirates Mars Mission – Hope Probe
(GS Prelims and Mains 3 – Science and Tech)

.

United Arab Emirates has selected its first two astronauts to go on a mission to the
International Space Station
The Hope Mars Mission or Emirates Mars Mission is a space exploration probe mission
to Mars, set to be launched by the United Arab Emirates in 2020.
it will become the first mission to Mars by any Arab or Muslim country. The mission was
announced by Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the President of the United Arab
Emirates, in July 2014. Aimed at enriching the capabilities of Emirati engineers and
increasing human knowledge about the Martian atmosphere. The mission is being carried
out by a team composed solely of Emirati engineers, and is a contribution towards
a knowledge-based economy in the UAE.
Under the Emirates Mars Mission, the United Arab Emirates will send an uncrewed probe to
Mars by 2020. The probe has been named Hope probe or 'Al-Amal' and it is scheduled to
reach Mars in 2021, which coincides with the 50th anniversary of the United Arab Emirates'
formation
Source: The Hindu

NECTAR and Green Gold: Bamboo
(GS Prelims and Mains 3 – Economy)

Budget 2018 has ignited farm hope for this tree-turned-grass which once fuelled insurgency
in the north-eastern states. The allocation of ₹1,290 crore for a restructured National
Bamboo Mission (NBM) has raised hopes for a range of bamboo-based industries – from
food professing to construction.
About NECTAR

The Central government had in 2013 approved the creation of an autonomous society registered
and headquartered in Shillong with a fund allocation of ₹292 crore. The society was called North
East Centre for Technology Application and Reach.
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Northeast part of India grows 67% of India’s bamboo. India has the world’s largest fields of bamboo.
It grows on nearly 13% of the country’s forest land. The eight North-eastern States – Arunachal
Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim and Tripura – grow 67% of
India’s bamboo and have 45% of global bamboo reserves. Nearly 35 species of superior quality
bamboos are found in the region.
Source: The Hindu

EDITORIAL
To Read

Still too many children out of school
Data show that the proportion of these children is higher in rural areas and among SCs,
STs and Muslims
The official numbers of out-of-school children in India are either out of date or
contradictory. According to the 2011 Census, the number of out-of-school children in
the 5-17 age group was 8.4 crore. However, according to a survey commissioned in
2014 by the Ministry of Human Resource Development, the number of out-of-school
children in the 6-13 age group was only 60.64 lakh. This is a gross underestimation. It is
quite unlikely that the number of out-of-school children came down so drastically
from 2011 to 2014, especially given that there were no significant changes in objective
conditions, warranting such a miraculous reduction.
From low-income families
Recently, we completed a study on the extent, location (rural/urban), and distribution
by social and religious groups of out-of-school children in the Fatuha and Bihta blocks
of Patna district in Bihar. Our survey covered all those households in these two blocks
which had one or more children in the 6-18 age group, the total number of households
being 4,205. Our survey confirmed the national-level finding that out-of-school
children came mostly from low-income, landless and marginal families — 99.34% of the
families from which out-of-school children came were either landless or marginal. The
annual income of the fathers of 58.19% of such children was less than Rs. 50,000. Also,
fathers of 51.18% of out-of-school children and mothers of 88.45% of out-of-school
children were uneducated. Moreover, fathers of 56.84% and mothers of 33.28% of such
children were casual labourers.
Analysing the data collected from these two blocks, we found that the most important
reason for boys to drop out of school was to take up jobs to supplement the family
earning; for girls, it was the compulsion to participate in household work. There is
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sufficient evidence to conclude that this is an all-India phenomenon. According to the
RTE Act and the Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Amendment Act, these outof-school children fall under the category of child labour. It is, therefore, not
surprising that the largest number of child labourers in the world is in India.
Reasons for not going to school
Several of the reasons given for the non-enrolment of children and their dropping out
of school indicated the prejudice against educating girls that is prevalent in India. This
prejudice has been brought out more sharply in the Telangana Social Development
Report, 2018, prepared and published by the Southern Regional Centre, Hyderabad, of
the Council for Social Development. This report also draws on the data of the 71st
round of the NSS. According to these data, a proportionately larger percentage of girls
than boys was not enrolled. In the rural areas, the gender gap on this count was as high
as 13 percentage points. A relatively lower percentage of girls was found going to high
fee-charging private schools. Similarly, a relatively lower percentage of girls took
private coaching, which involves costs additional to those incurred for schooling. Very
few students in Telangana resorted to private coaching, but among those who did, the
share of girls was only 2% of the total number; the share of boys was 6%. A much
higher proportion of girls than boys dropped out of school after Class 10, after which
education is not necessarily free. An additional collaborative evidence is that in
Telangana, the average expenditure on the education of girls was less than that for
boys. In Telangana, 50% of the children walked to their schools. Among these, the
proportion of girls was higher than that of boys.
We would not have been confronted with this high proportion of drop-outs if all the
provisions of the RTE Act had been implemented within the time limit prescribed in
the Act (latest by April 2015). For example, the Act provided for the availability of a
school at a distance of 1 km from the residence of the child at the primary level and 3
km at the upper primary level. If these provisions had been implemented, a major
reason for drop-out (distance of school) would have been eliminated. If all the
infrastructure facilities prescribed in the Act had been put in place during the period
of implementation, another reason for drop-out (environment not friendly) would
have disappeared.
The most important reason for drop-out (socio-economic conditions of the parents of
the children) calls for a more comprehensive approach that is not reflected in the RTE
Act. Until an adequate number of schools at the prescribed distances from the
children’s homes becomes available, it would be necessary to provide secure modes of
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subsidised travel to schools, particularly for girls. Another important provision which
ought to have been included in the RTE is financial support to poor parents, adequate
to enable them to send their children to school. There is incontrovertible evidence of a
positive correlation between economic incentives and a lower drop-out.
The most important social reason for drop-out is lack of awareness of the importance
of school education and of the fact that education is now a legal right. Ironically,
education is the most important instrument for creating this awareness. Thus
education is a quintessential example of being vested with intrinsic as well as
instrumental value — being both the means and the end.

MAINS QUESTION
Q: What do you understand by sedition? Critically comment on the way the
courts have interpreted the Section 124(A) of the penal code.
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